
Discussion Questions 
 
Word Meaning 
1. In paragraph __, the word ___________ means --- 
2. In paragraph __, which words help the reader know what 

the word ___________ means--- 
3. Which picture shows (bihalves)? 
4. What does the word _________ mean in this passage? 
5. In paragraph (1), which words help the reader know what 

the word ___________ means in paragraph (2)? 
6. Which word in paragraph __ means the opposite of 

____________? 
7. In paragraph __, (owls) are called (nocturnal) because --- 
 
 
Figurative Language 
1. In paragraph __, the (elephant says, “What’s this fire in 

my head?”).  Which word could mean the same as “fire” in 
the quote? 

2. In this passage, the phrase “still going strong” means 
that--- 

3. In paragraph __, the author writes ________________ 
__________________ so that the reader can imagine----- 

4. In paragraph __, the author writes _____________ to 
show that--- 

5. In this passage, (once night fell) means that --- 
 
 
 
Root Word/Affix 
1. Which word has the same root word as (disappeared) in 

paragraph __? 
2. In the word (disobeying) in paragraph __, the letters (dis-) 

mean --- 
3. What does the word (handful) mean in this passage? 
4. In which word do the letters (-est) mean the same as in 

(earliest) in paragraph __? 
5. The root word of (transportation) is (port). The root word 

(port) means --- 

 
 
Multiple-Meaning Word 
1. In paragraph __, how is the word (share) used? 
2. Read the definitions for the word (plain). 

plain (plan) noun 
1. an area of level or treeless country 
plain (plan) adjective 
2. clear, visible  3.  simple, understandable  
undecorated  5. lacking beauty  
 
Which of the definitions explains the meaning of plains in 
paragraph __? 

 

 
 
Detail/Fact 
 Questions are about details and facts specific to each 
passage.  Therefore a generic question is not possible. 
 
 
Retelling Events 
1. Why did (an event occur)? 
2. How did (an event occur)? 
3. ______________ happens by _____________. 
 
 
Main Idea 
1. What is the main idea of --- 
2. Paragraph __ is mostly about --- 
3. This passage is mostly about --- 
4. Which line from the passage would be another good title 

for this story? 
 
 
Summary 
 Which of the following is the best summary of the 
story? 
 
 



 
Characterization 
1. How does (a character) show that he/she is (uncaring)? 
2. When (an event occurs), (a character) feels--- 
3. You can tell from the story that (a character) is --- 
4. At the beginning of the story, (a character) is ---- 
5. When (a character) feels ______________, he/she reacts 

because-- 
 
Story Plot 
1. This character does (an action) so they can --- 
2. (A character) does (an action) because --- 
 
 
Setting 
1. This story took place in --- 
2. Most of this story takes place --- 
3. Where does most of the story take place? 
 
 
Problem Resolution 
1. (A character) is successful at _________________ 

because --- 
2. How does (a character) handle (a challenging situation)? 
3. Why does (a character) do (something)? 
 
 
Progression of Ideas 
1. Before (the character) can (do something), he --- 
2. According to the passage, what is the next step in 

____________________? 
3. To read (how an event happened    or    information about  

      ) you would read paragraph __. 
4. Based on information in the passage, the reader can 

conclude that ________________. 
5. (An event happens) (just before ______________, before 

___________________, after _______________, right 
after _________________). 

6. Why did (a character) do (something)? 
 

 
 
Similarities/Differences 
1. What information does “one passage”  include about the 

events that “the other passage” does not? 
2. Both passages have ___________________. 
 
 
Consistency /Logic 
1. Which is the most likely reason (for characters to feel a 

certain way)? 
2. After (an event happens), (a character) most likely ---- 
3. From what the reader learns about ______________ in 

this article, which statement would be the most 
reasonable? 

 
 
Identifying Purpose 

The most likely reason the author wrote this passage 
was to ------- 

 
 
Author’s Point of View 
 The author of this article would most likely agree  

that -- 
 
Inference 
1. Which of the following would (a character) most likely do 

after _______________? 
2. You can tell from the passage that ________________ 
3. Why do you think (a character)  would ___________? 
4. The (character) called the (                 ) 
5. Based on information in the passage, which of the 

following is true? 
6. Which would be the best way to know _____________? 
 
Fact/Opinion 
1. Which sentence from the passage expresses an opinion? 
2. Which idea from the passage is a fact? 
3. The author gives an opinion when he writes that --- 



 
 
Supporting Interpretation/Conclusion 
1. (A character) can do because _________________. 
2. In paragraph __, the author says ________________ 

_______________.  Why? 
3. According to the passage, why __________________? 
4. Which sentence shows that ___________________? 
5. Which statement supports the author’s claim that 

___________________? 
6. The author concludes that ___________________. 
 
 
Connect/Compare/Contrast 
1. What do both passages say about ______________? 
2. Think about both passages.  Which of the following 

statements is true? 
3. (This character) and (that one) are alike because both 

________________________. 
4. In which way do _________________ seem most like 

___________? 
5. The ________________ differ mainly in ___________. 
 
 
Organizational Pattern 
1. The author organizes the passage by _________ 
2. The author organizes most of the passage by ____ 
3. The author organizes paragraphs __ through __ by 

__________. 
 
 


